
To our Harrison Family; 
 

THE NUMBERS 
Updated information as of 1 PM today shows that Statewide, there now has been 
85,301 positive tests for the COVID-19 virus and 85,387 negatives. Overnight there were 
132 more deaths statewide, bringing that total to 4,202. In Gloucester County there 
have been 738 positive tests, with 33 coming in the last day. We’ve had 2,551 negative 
tests countywide with 24 deaths; none in the last 24 hours. 
 
There was also no change overnight in Harrison as we remain with a total of 24 positive 
tests and thankfully, no fatalities. 
 
I repeat that the County’s next Drive-Thru Test Day at RCSJ will be this coming 
Thursday, April 23rd. It will be by appointment only, beginning Monday you can 
schedule a test by calling (856) 218-4142. 
  
HARRISON MASK DISTRIBUTION 
 Saturday, we completed our Drive-Thru Mask Distribution for Harrison residents at 
Pleasant Valley School. Over the three days, we handed out approximately 5,000 
masks. If for some reason, you were unable to make it to the event and you need a 
mask, call our Harrison Office of Emergency Management at 856-478-6839 EXT 1606. 
  
In the next day or two, I will include a segment in my update with a complete list of the 
local sponsors that made this mask distribution possible. Stay tuned. 
  
On the mask topic, I was asked to point out the proper use, which includes positioning 
the long edge with the aluminum insert on top, so it can be molded to the bridge of 
your nose. 
  
REMINDERS 
Restaurant Week in Harrison starts tomorrow. Enjoy the special treats our local 
eateries have created for your family and available for pickup or delivery. You can find 
more information on Restaurant Week here.   
  
This Tuesday, Chad Flexon and his team at HTS will conduct their drone video tour of 
our community to highlight the Harrison Strong Spirit. If you see Officer Kate driving 
her Police vehicle slowly thru your neighborhood, look up and wave to the drone flying 
overhead. We look forward to the finished video in early May. Also, remember that you 
can be part of that final tribute by taking a picture showing your spirit and emailing it to 
Trussellj@harrisontwp.k12.nj.us. The deadline for all photos is April 30th. 

https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=043ad35585&e=a2b7ec3ac6


  
PUTTING THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE 
 I think we all share the same sense of gratitude for our healthcare workers and what 
they are doing everyday during this war on the Coronavirus. Nationally, we see the 
swell of support for their sacrifice and we have recognized and honored them here at 
home as well. Our respect and gratitude are endless. I’m confident that we will 
maintain our sense of appreciation long after this crisis passes. 
  
I have received numerous email responses from those on the healthcare front lines, 
some with valuable insight and direction, which has shaped some of my advice in these 
updates. Some of my messages were simply to say “thank you” for seeking adherence 
to the “stay at home” order and the social distancing protocols. It is very easy for us to 
become inpatient with the restrictions, the ripple effect on the economy and our 
financial well-being. However, if you know someone who has become ill from the 
COVID-19 virus, then you know those priorities fly right out the window. The only thing 
that matters is their health and recovery. 
 
My point is, the frontline healthcare workers are dealing ONLY with these horrific 
aspects every day, 12-hour shift after 12-hour shift. I cannot make this reality more 
vivid than those living it. I am sharing portions of an email I received overnight from a 
Dr. who lives in Mullica Hill and works in a hospital. After thanking me for the updates 
and “using my Dad voice while still being respectful” in seeking compliance with certain 
restrictions, she said: 
  
“I am proud to be a Harrison Twp resident. Please keep up the firm reminders .. the more we 
stay in, the sooner this will be over ... so we all can have a safe and happy summer. We are 
trying to stay strong at work .. the anxiety of wearing the PPE for 12-hour wears on us .. 
scared to take it off to drink water or coffee, as we may contaminate ourselves and 
endanger our families. Just please remind everyone we are working hard to keep them safe. 
There is a lot of emotional trauma involved with this and we will never be the same. Please 
stay home to keep us safe.” 
  
She went on to say: 
  
 ….(healthcare workers) “understand that the average person isn’t touched by this. At best, 
(most of the general public) see stories about it on the news” 
  
She continued with: 
  



“They don’t have to see me tell a COVID patient, 'I’m going to put you to sleep now, so we can 
breathe for you.'  I get that it’s hard for the public to understand what that feels like....and I 
don’t wish that feeling on anyone. These are devastating moments.” 
  
No doubt that in some cases, these patients never wake up. You and I cannot do 
anything about this real-life horror that stricken patients and their families experience 
or what the healthcare workers must endure in providing care. I only share this 
exchange  to emphasize that ALL we CAN do is persevere the hardships, this virus (and 
the ripple effect) have brought to our doorstep. Do it for our safety and do it for the 
frontline soldiers, and we will advance to the next stage of getting our lives 
back……thankful that we still can. Thankful that we are Harrison Strong! 


